[An enlarged thymus associated with Graves' disease].
Thyrotoxicosis and orbitopathy are the best-known expressions of Graves' disease. There are also rarer and less-known phenomena, such as thymic hyperplasia. Identification of these is important in order to avoid potentially unnecessary invasive interventions. In the case of two young women with lung embolisms, CT pulmonary angiography also revealed an enlarged thymus. This turned out to be caused by as of yet unknown Graves' disease. Since pathological examination of a thymus-biopsy sample was unable to rule out thymoma, thymectomy was performed on the first patient. Pathological examination of the entire thymus revealed hyperplasia. Additional FDG-PET/CT scan of the second patient revealed diffuse hyperactivity in the diffusely enlarged thymus. In this case, we opted for expectant treatment. A follow-up FDG-PET/CT scan 1 year later, revealed a non-abnormal thymus. An enlarged thymus caused by thymic hyperplasia is a less well-known manifestation of Graves' disease. In case additional abnormalities develop in patients with Graves' disease, it is important to consider that these might be related to the disease before diagnosing an additional new condition.